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ORIGINAL ARTICLES

Multiple-Organ Failure: Generalized Autodestructive Inflammation? .1109
R. Jan A. Goris, MD; Theo P. A. te Boekhorst, MD; Johannes K. S. Nuytinck, MD;
Jules S. F. Gimbrère, MD, Nijmegen, the Netherlands

Massive activation of inflammatory mediators that damage
endothelium may be as important as sepsis in causing
multiple-organ failure.

Sequential Pneumatic Compression for Lymphedema:
A Controlled Trial.1116

David M. Richmand, MD; Thomas F. O'Donnell, Jr, MD;
Avigdor Zelikovski, MD, Boston

This device reduced the size of lymphedematous limbs
rapidly and safely.

Total Gastrectomy: A 15-Year Experience With Particular Reference
to the Patient Over 70 Years ofAge.1120

Reinhard Bittner, MD; Hein Schirrow, MD; Michael Butters, MD;
R. Roscher, MD; Wolfgang Krautzberger, MD; Wolfgang Oettinger, MD;
Hans G. Beger, MD, Ulm, West Germany

Operative mortality rate for total gastrectomy has declined
significantly in the past 15 years, but long-term survival
rate for gastric cancer has changed little.

Peripheral Vascular Trauma From Close-Range Shotgun Injuries.1126
Joseph P. Meyer, MD; Leonardo  Lim, MD; James J. Schuler, MD;
John J. Castronuovo, MD; Dale Buchbinder, MD; George F. Woelfel, MD;
D. Preston Flanigan, MD, Chicago

Principles of management include arterial repair with
autogenous tissue and repair of deep venous injuries.

Evaluation of Techniques of Controlling Exocrine Drainage After Segmental
Pancreatectomy in Dogs: Implications for Pancreatic Transplantation .1132

Dai D. Nghiem, MD; Richard H. Pitzen, MD; Robert J. Corry, MD, Iowa City
Pancreatic duct to jejunum anastomosis was the preferred
method to preserve pancreatic function and structure.
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Aneurysms of the Abdominal Aorta:
Incidence in Blacks and Whites in North Carolina .1138

George Johnson, Jr, MD; Andrea Avery, MD; E. Gary McDougal, MD;
Steven J. Burnham, MD; Blair A. Keagy, MD, Chapel Hill, NC

There is an increased incidence of aneurysms in white males.

Pentoxlfylllne in the Treatment of Experimental Peritonitis inRats.1141
Georges E. Chalkiadakis, MD; Alkiviadis Kostakis, MD;
Panayotis E. Karayannacos, MD; Maria E. Chalkiadakis, MSc;
Stella Sgouromali, MD; Helen Giamarellou, MD;
Gregory D. Skalkeas, MD, Athens, Greece

Pentoxifylline, a methylxanthine derivative, reduces the
development of adhesions and abscesses and prolongs
survival in experimental peritonitis.

Early Local Complications From Intestinal Stomas .1145
Russell K. Pearl, MD; M. Leela Prasad, MD; Charles P. Orsay, MD; Herand Abcarian, MD;
Ana B. Tan, RN, ET; Maryann T. Melzl, RN, ET, Chicago

Technical guidelines for stornai construction are presented
to help minimize complications that occurred in one fourth
of patients in this series.

An In Situ Evaluation of Distal Splenic Arteriovenous Fistula on Pancreas
Function In an Isolated PancreasSegment.1148

Paul J. Garvín, MD; Marco A. Castañeda, MD; Michael L. Niehoff, PAC MS(R);
Keith A. Mauller, PAC; John J. Brems, MD, St Louis

Pancreatic function in an isolated segment was not improved
by creation of a splenic arteriovenous fistula.

Late Relapse From Cutaneous Stage I MalignantMelanoma.1155
Helen M. Shaw, PhD, Camperdown, Australia; Craig W. Beattie, PhD, Chicago;
William H. McCarthy, FRACS, MEd, Gerald W. Milton, FRCS, FRACS, Camperdown, Australia

None of the usual factors of prognostic importance proved
useful in predicting recurrence after ten years.

Can General Surgery Improve the Outcome of the Head-Injury Victim in
Rural America? A Review of the Experience In American Samoa .1163

William P. Schecter, MD, Eric Peper, MD, San Francisco;
Vaiula Tuatoo, MO, Pago Pago, American Samoa

Insertion of burr holes in head injury patients who were
unconscious or obtunded with localizing signs was safe
and effective in hospitals in remote areas.

Eplplolc Disorders: Conditions of the Eplploic Appendages .1167
Daniel H. Carmichael, MD, Claude H. Organ, Jr, MD, Oklahoma City

Epiploitis may represent the sole cause of abdominal pain
if exploration is otherwise negative.

CLINICAL NOTES

Popliteal Vein Aneurysm Causing Pulmonary Embolus .1173
James J. Gallagher, MD, Hartford, Conn, John H. Hageman, MD, Detroit

This unusual cause of pulmonary embolism can be
detected only by venography.

Squamous Cell Carcinoma of the Cecum .1176
Nicholas A. Balsano, MD, Bronx, NY

Operative trauma followed by a chronic fistula is postulated
as a cause of squamous cell carcinoma of the cecum.

Continued on page 1100.
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Pancreatic Islet Cell Carcinoma With Gastrin and Vasoactlve Intestinal
Polypeptide Production.1178

Thomas P. Barragry, MD; Mark R. Wick, MD; John P. Delaney, MD, Minneapolis
This tumor responded to chemotherapy with streptozocin and fluorouracil.

Three Synchronous Multiorgan Primary Cancers: All StageI.1182
Subhash Patel, MD; Antonio E. Alfonso, MD; James Landis, MD;
Jorge Suarez, MD, Brooklyn, NY

Stage I cancers of the lung, breast, and stomach were

diagnosed simultaneously and successfully treated.
Editorial Comment by LaSalle D. Leffall, Jr, MD, Washington, DC

Brachial Plexus Injuries With Causalgia Resulting From
Transaxillary RibResection.1189

Steven H. Horowitz, MD, New Hyde Park, NY
The transaxillary approach to resection of the first rib
resulted in severe and permanent brachial plexus injury
in four patients.

Invited Editorial Comment by David B. Roos, MD, Denver

Bile Duct Varices.1194
Richard Spira, MD, Miami; Warren C. Widrich, MD, Boston;
Kenneth D. Keusch, MD, Miami; Benjamin T. Jackson, MD, Providence, RI;
Howard E. Katzman, MD, Abilio A. Coello, MD, Miami

Varices on the common bile duct were found in two
patients with portal vein occlusion.

SPECIAL ARTICLE

Operations for Portal Hypertension inChina.1197
Huang Yan-Ting, MD, Beijing, People's Republic of China

Portal hypertension in China is due primarily to
postnecrotic cirrhosis or schistosomiasis.

Invited Editorial Comment by William V. McDermott, MD, Boston

TECHNIQUE

Ultrasonic Fragmentation: A New Technique for Mucosal Proctectomy.1200
Tomas M. Heimann, MD; Robert J. Kurtz, MD;
Arthur H. Aufses, Jr, MD, New York

This method seems to be particularly useful in patients in
whom separation of the rectal mucosa is difficult.
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